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Address by the Executive Director

As a newly established foundation, for us 2020
began with the typical for any new beginning
excitement about what we want and can achieve,
and the opportunity to promote philanthropic
culture in Bulgaria.

Somewhere off in the distance, the news of the new
virus spreading across the whole world was
picking up steam and before we knew it, it was in
Bulgaria, along  with  destabilization  of
unprecedented proportions. Only a month after the
formation of our team, we were pushed into a
pandemic and its resulting market collapses,
depletion of resources in the NGO sector and the
inability of hospitals to meet their basic needs to
perform their life-saving functions. With relentless
speed the pandemic exposed systemic deficits and
long-neglected social needs. The luxury to enter
slowly and deliberately into the world of
philanthropy that has been given to us at the
beginning evaporated before us. We had to quickly
direct our resources to those in need, which
required flexibility and the suspension of traditional
methods of providing funding, such as application
forms and cumbersome administrative processes.
The Foundation's Board of Directors and its
administrative team worked hard and tirelessly to
mobilize a working group of local and international
experts. The Foundation had the opportunity to
make informed decisions relying on this collective
expertise. Direct lines of communication were
established with government agencies, hospitals
and strategic partners to assess where to direct
our resources. The needs we identified were
outside our strategic funding priorities, but not
responding was nat an option. Working around the
clock, we were able to make a significant
contribution to relieving the pressure on hospitals
and their staff outlined in this report. Perhaps the
most challenging aspect has been finding a
balance in serving immediate needs while we are
still preparing for an uncertain future. Prof. Dr.
Tsotsorkovs legacy of preparedness for the
unplanned and quick reactions centered our

approach in this difficult period. All this happened
before we had the opportunity to create a real
operating structure. With the stabilization of the
situation, we had to take into account the economic
consequences and the pandemic on the most
vulnerable groups, as well as to assess the role of
the Foundation in this new reality. We focused our
efforts on our strategic directions and announced
the first call for proposals in the field of social and
emational learning in early childhood education.
The future will always be determined by uncertainty,
and we believe that by investing in the social and
emational well-being of our children, we will raise
resilient and compassionate individuals who are
able to thrive.

We then turned our attention to the role of culture
in such challenging moments. The arts allow us to
assimilate difficult experiences, to find inspiration,
hope and beauty in the most unexpected places.
We celebrated the 75th birthday of Prof. Dr.
Tsotsorkov with the premiere of the artistic-
documentary "Dance of the Penguins’, which took
us to the magical world of Antarctica and
emphasized the connection between people,
nature and art.

In 2021, we will focus our efforts on fully launching
our cultural programming, while carefully planning
our approach to healthcare, applying the valuable
lessons we learned so far.

We expect to continue to learn from all the brave
change agents and to create space for community
building, reflection and collective action.

Thank you for your inspiration and trust!

Joanna Marinova

Executive Director
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES OF LACHEZAR TSOTSORKOV FOUNDATION

Culture

J 2020 ..
THE WISDOM OF ALEXANDRIA e @ Beneficiary

BNT
Project: Filming a documentary about the restored library in Alexandria

Donation
&) 37454

THE DANCE OF THE PENGUINS etober 2020 Beneficiary
@ Bulgarian Antarctic

Project: Production of a documentary film - artistic-documentary reading Institute

of Antarctica by maestro Teodosii Spasov, dedicated to the XXVIII Bulgarian Donati
Antarctic Expedition, with thanks to Prof. Dr. Lachezar Tsotsorkov for his E@ onation
invaluable help in maintaining the Bulgarian base in Antarctica. 16 OUUBGN

75 YEARS SINCE THE BIRTH OF PROF. Dr. LACHEZAR
TSOTSORKOV

Event: Celebration of the 75th anniversary of Prof. Dr. Lachezar Tsotsorkov's
birth in "Modern Theater " cinema in Panagyurishte. The premiere of the artistic-
documentary film "The Dance of the Penguins’, which is dedicated to Prof. Dr.
Tsotsorkav, is organized on his birthday and in his hometown to bring together
his family, relatives, friends and fellow citizens so they can remember the life
and legacy of one of the brightest personalities in the recent history of
Panagyurishte and Bulgaria.

Co-organizer and host of the event: Tsotsorkov Rod Foundation
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES OF LACHEZAR TSOTSORKOV FOUNDATION

= Healthcare

March 2020

UNITED AGAINST COVID-19 FUND @ Beneficiary
Bulgarian Donation
Forum
Donation

22D 50 000s

Regional Health Inspectorate - Sofia, The
University Multidisciplinary Hospital for Active
Treatment and Emergency Medicine “N.I. Pirogov ",

Aleksandrovska University Hospital, University Hospital Tsaritsa
Yoanna - ISUL , University Hospital Mothers' Home", University
Hospital St. Anna - Sofia, University Hospital St. Georgi - Plovdiv,
University Hospital St. Marina - Varna, Multidisciplinary Hospital
Polimed - Sofia, Specialized Hospital Cardiolife-Varna

Project: Fundraising Campaign for the United Against COVID-19 Fund

DONATIONS IN SUPPORT of BULGARIAN HOSPITALS
IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

Project: Purchase and provision of personal protective equipment,
consumables and fast tests for 12 hospitals and institutions in Bulgaria

in order to provide anti-epidemic measures in the conditions of COVID-19

Donation

1) 220 80050

April 2020
DONATION OF PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT TO PEOPLE
IN NEED
Project: Purchase and provision of consumables and protective equipment

in order to ensure safe anti-epidemic conditions for the residents of the Home
for the Elderly "Longevity"

Beneficiary
Home for the Elderly
"Longevity" in Darvenitsa

district, Sofia

Donation

5 OOOBGN

May 2020
ASSISTING THE BULGARIAN RED CROSS IN THE FIGHT
AGAINST COVID-19

Project: Purchase and donation of respiratory masks with the highest
protection to the Bulgarian Red Cross

Beneficiary
@ Bulgarian Red Cross

Donation
1) 21 25050

ASSISTANCE FOR THE VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
IN THE CONDITIONS OF COVID-19

Project: Extraordinary support to organizations working on the front lines in
the context of COVID-19 and providing social, psychological and legal services
to victims of domestic violence

Beneficiary
@ Bulgarian Fund

for Women Foundation

Donation

22D 5 000
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES OF LACHEZAR TSOTSORKOV FOUNDATION

= Education

February 2020 . .

NEW CLASSROOM IN NATIONAL ACADEMY @ Beneficiary
FOR THEATRE AND FILM ARTS / NATFA WA
Project: Equipment of a cinema training hall at NATFA E@I Donation

33 63050
SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE NAME OF PROF. DR. LACHEZAR @ fgggszni{versity
TSOTSORKOV AT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN BULGARIA in Bulgaria
|T3r?j9it: Iistablishrqe;ttqf sc.h?]la(;shtipg intthefr][?]mi of P_rofesusqr Dr..lt_achezar Donation
sotsorkov to support distinguished students of the American Universi
in Bulgaria for a%%riod of fogur consecutive academic years ! E@ 400 OOUBGN

July 2020

DIGITAL SCIENCE PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS @ ??nQJiSCi:rYl rond

elerik School Academy

Project: Conducting 4 training programs in digital sciences within the
academic year 2020-2021, aimed at preparing students for the professions of Donation
the digital future. One program for 4-7 grade and one program for 8-12 grade E@

in Panagyurishte, as well as one program for 4-7 grade and one program for 28 OOOBGN
8-12 grade in Pazardzhik.

September 2020
First phase OF THE SOCI0-EMOTIONAL EDUCATION @ Beneficiary
PROJECT, PROGRAM “EDUCATION" G
Association, Three Foundation, Partners Bulgaria
. Foundation, Bagra Fugndation, Parer.mts Assqciation,
Project: Funding a wide range of projects in the field of social and emational The Power of Deaf Chidren Foundation, Getia Pontica

Association for Ecological and Sustainable

learning, focused on early childhood education. The ultimate goal of the projects Developmen, World Without Borders Association,
is to develop a comprehensive pedagogical system of proven methods for building [t teterie Funcaton (64 crme
and developing social and emotional skills in children aged between 3 and 10 years.

E@ Donation
336 1/5san
December 2020
SPACE PATROL CO-OP ADVENTURE Developer:
, @ KVABA 00D
Project: Development of a multiplayer game for mobile devices with a focus

on the intuitive development of critical thinking, teamwaork, curiosity and ingenuity )

in children between 8-12 years and their parents. A fun and effective way to Donation
acquire knowledge through play in the fields of science, technology, engineering E@I 222 UOO
and mathematics. Provide free access to the game through the App Store and BGN
Google Play application platforms.
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PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES OF LACHEZAR TSOTSORKOV FOUNDATION

= Protection of children
with special needs

August 2020

Beneficiary
Maria Aleksandrova

GRANT A WISH

Project: Granting a scholarship to cover the costs of the first year of study
at the American University in Bulgaria to a new student with disabilities in Donation

the academic year 2020-2021. E@I
12 39086

LET'S PLAY CHESS @ Beneficiary
Veselin Topalov

Project: Supporting the activities of Veselin Topalov Foundation. The main Foundation

goals of the foundation are to promote chess among children by including it Donati

in education, supporting the development of young talents in the field of E@I onation

chess, organizing chess events related to the support of disadvantaged 7 U U UBGN

children and refugees. The foundation holds national and international
festivals, as well as competitions between gifted children and young people,
in order to support the development of their talent.
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